
GOVERNMENT OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 
B O A R D  OF ZONING ADJUSTMENT 

A p p l i c a t i o n  No. 12622 o f  G a l l a u d e t  College, p u r s u a n t  t o  Sub- sec t ion  
8207.2 o f  the Zoning R e g u l a t i o n s ,  f o r  a s p e c i a l  e x c e p t i o n  under  
Paragraph  3101.46 t o  p e r m i t  c o n s t r u c t i o n  of a l ib rary  and c l a s s room 
b u i l d i n g  as a c o l l e g e  or  u n i v e r s i t y  u s e  i n  a n  R-4 D i s t r i c t  a t  the 
premises 800 F l o r i d a  Avenue, N . E . ,  (Parcel 141169) .  

HEARING DATE: March 2 2 ,  1978 
DECISION DATE: March 2 2 ,  1978 (Bench Decison)  

FINDINGS OF FACT: 

1, The s u b j e c t  p r o p e r t y  is  l o c a t e d  a t  800 F l o r i d a  Avenue, N , E .  
and is  i n  a n  R-4 D i s t r i c t .  

2 .  T h e  a p p l i c a n t ,  G a l l a u d e t  Col lege,  s e e k s  the B o a r d ' s  pe rmis s ion  
t o  c o n s t r u c t  a L i b r a r y  and c l a s s r o o m  b u i l d i n g ,  here inaf te r  r e f e r r e d  
t o  as  t h e L e a r n i n g C e n t e r  as a college or  u n i v e r s i t y  u s e .  G a l l a u d e t  
C o l l e g e  is  a n  e d u c a t i o n a l  i n s t i t u t i o n  devo ted  e x c l u s i v e l y  t o  the 
p r a c t i c a l  and v o c a t i o n a l  i n s t r u c t i o n  of d e a f  p e r s o n s ,  

3 .  The Campus P l a n  fo r  G a l l a u d e t  C o l l e g e  w a s  f irst  approved 
by the BZA i n  BZA Orde r s  N o .  11093, d a t e d  December 13 ,  1972, 
F e b r u a r y  2 2 ,  1973 and A p r i l  5 ,  1973 and w a s  approved w i t h  mod i f i -  
c a t i o n s  i n  BZA Order  N o .  12068, d a t e d  J u n e  17 ,  1976. 

4 .  T h e  Campus P lan  c o v e r s  the proposed  development  f rom 1975 
t o  1985, The s u b j e c t  a p p l i c a t i o n  is  a r e q u e s t  fo r  f u r t h e r  pro-  
c e s s i n g  of the approved C a m p u s  P lan .  

5. T h e  proposed  Lea rn ing  C e n t e r  b u i l d i n g  w i l l  be l o c a t e d  on 
the M a l l  i n  g e n e r a l  c o n f o r m i t y  w i t h  the loca t ion  shown on the 
approved 1976 Compus Plan .  I t  w i l l  replace o r  supplement  i n a d e q u a t e  
e x i s t i n g  f a c i l i t i e s ,  and a l l o w  f o r  a c o n t i n u o u s  development  of 
e d u c a t i o n a l  r e s o u r c e s  and necessary programs on  the campus. T h e  
L e a r n i n g  C e n t e r  s p a c e  program as  approved by the Board p r o v i d e s  
s p a c e s  f o r  i n s t r u c t i o n s ,  f a c u l t y ,  l a b o r a t o r i e s ,  l i b ra ry  e x p a n s i o n ,  
e d u c a t i o n a l  t echno logy  and i n s t r u c t i o n a l  mater ia ls ,  
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6. The approved Campus Plan ind ica ted  t h a t  t he  subject Learning 
C e n t e r  would c o n s t i t u t e  a f i v e  s t o r y  bu i ld ing  wi th  approximately 
90,000 square f e e t  i n  f l o o r  a r e a ,  A s  now proposed the  s a i d  
Center w i l l  c o n s t i t u t e  a l o w  rise b u i l d i n g  with one s t o r y  under- 
ground and two s t o r i e s  above the  ground. The f l o o r  a rea  of 
the  proposed b u i l d i n g  w i l l  be approximately 93,000 square f e e t .  

7. The proposed a d d i t i o n  w i l l  not  i nc rease  the  s tuden t  e n r o l l -  
ment nor t h e  number of f a c u l t y  m e m b e r s ,  nor w i l l  i t  n e c e s s i t a t e  
any a d d i t i o n a l  parking spaces .  

8. The Learning Center w i l l  be loca ted  a t  t he  cen te r  of the  
Mall and be surrounded on a l l  s i d e s  by e x i s t i n g  co l l ege  bu i ld ings .  
A r c h i t e c t u r a l l y ,  the  proposed b u i l d i n g  preserves  t h e  cha rac t e r  
of t he  Mall and harmonizes wi th  the  e x i s t i n g  low rise bu i ld ings  on 
e i t h e r  s i d e ,  

9 ,  The Learning Center w i l l  be s u f f i c i e n t l y  removed from the 
surrounding neighboring p r o p e r t i e s  o u t s i d e  the  campus a rea  so 
t h a t  i t  w i l l  not  c r e a t e  any adverse impact 011 t he  surrounding 
a rea .  

10, The Municipal Planning Off ice ,  by r e p o r t  dated March 1 7 ,  
1978,  recommended approval of the  a p p l i c a t i o n  on the grounds t h a t  
t he  proposed Learning C e n t e r  conforms gene ra l ly  i n  func t ion ,  
l o c a t i o n  and f l o o r  a r e a  wi th  the  Campus Plan a s  approved by the 
Board and the  Board so f inds .  

11, By le t te r  of FeSruary 9, 1978 the a p p l i c a t i o n  was forwarded 
t o  the  Departme,iZs. of Transpor ta t ion  f o r  i t s  r e z r i e w  and r epor t ,  
No r e p l y  was received,  

12, There was no oppos i t ion  t o  t h e  g ran t ing  of t h e  app l i ca t ion .  

13 Advisory Neighborhood Commission 5B f i l e d  no recommendation 
on the  app l i ca t ion .  

Based on t h e  record,  the  Boar.1 coricludes " h a t  the p r ~ p o s e 3  
L e a r n i g g  C e n t e r  a d d i t i o n  t o  the  Campus is  so designed as  not to 
become objec t ionable  because of noise  t r a f f i c  o r  o t h e r  cond2Ltions, 
t h a t  is w i l l -  c r e a t e  :ID aJr7eve;:;re knpact: c7zi the nei~hbor"rlood DOC any 
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nega t ive  effects  on sur rounding  properties. A c c o r d i n g l y ,  i t  
i s  ORDERED tha t  the appl ica t ion  i s  GRANTED, 

VOTE: 5-0 ( C h l o e t h i e l  Woodard S m i t h ,  C h a r l e s  R, N o r r i s ,  Walter 
B.  L e w i s ,  W i l l i a m  F ,  McIntosh and Leonard E ,  M c C a n t s  
t o  g r a n t )  

BY ORDER OF THE D.C. BOARD O F  ZONING A D ~ S T M ~ ~  

-- ATTESTED BY: 
STEVEN E.  SEiER 
E x e c u t i v e  D i r e c t o r  

THAT THE ORDER OF THE BOARD I S  VALID FO.2 A PERIOD OF S I X  MOWTESS 
ONLY UNLESS APPLICATION FOR A BUILDING AYD/Oli OCCUPANCY PERNIT 
IS  F I L E D  WITH THE DEPARTMENT O F  HOUSING AND COMMUNITY DEVELOP- 
MENT WITHIN A PERIOD O F  S I X  MlNTHS AFTER THE EFFECTIVE DATE OF 
T H I S  ORDER. 


